OPENING ADRESS 
By Dr Noris Ioannou

Islamic Spectrum Symposium 29 July 2009

Nexus Multicultural Arts Centre Inc

The Premier, the Hon. Mike Rann MP, Mr Hieu Van Le, Chair of SA Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission and Lieutenant Governor of South Australia; Mr Ikebal Adam Patel, President of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils; Mr Dimitris Hatzopoulos, Greek Consul General for SA, Dr Henry Kristall, Chair of the Nexus Board; Dr Abul Farooque, Muslim Chaplain, Flinders University -  other distinguished guests, L and gentlemen. 

MY NAME IS NORIS IOANNOU the Executive Director, and on behalf of the Board of Multicultural Arts Centre, I am delighted to welcome you to this special program occasion - The Islamic Spectrum Symposium, the first of a series of events over the next 4 days exploring the affirmative aspects of Islamic culture in Australia.
I would first like to begin by acknowledging that we are gathered on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual ties to their land, and that they were the first migrants to this great land. As a migrant myself, arriving here in the 1950s, I was amongst the first wave of southern Mediterranean people, Greek and Italian, to arrive. In later decades, migrants from Asia, and more lately, from Africa and the middle east have complemented our community. 

And LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, this year is special for us because it marks NEXUS’ SILVER ANNIVERSARY.

For 25 years Nexus has advanced Australian’s multiculturalism through arts development. 

Quite simply, Nexus has built up its a 25 year-track record as one of Australia’s longest-established, multicultural and innovative multi-artform organisations, with a distinguished influence in artistic and professional development; setting the agenda for community cultural development; and generating dialogue through its arts and culture-based programs. 

Each year we now provide opportunities to over 600 professional and emerging performers, visual artists, musicians and speakers involved in our programs; we support the touring of national world music and dance performances and visual arts exhibitions through our representation on Kultour – this year I am Chair of Kultour the Australia Counciil’s national touring agency; and we engage with up to 30 target community groups annually here and interstate; we seek and work with new partners each year; and we have also developed ongoing linkages with various youth groups.

Nexus has secured triennial funding from Arts SA to complement our three-year Australia Council funding - as well as funding from other sources – and we enhanced our self-generated earning power through much higher returns and uses of the Nexus Cabaret Space. In fact, in the past two years we have carried over a respectable surplus!

This is in great contrast to the low that Nexus was experiencing in 2004. I’m delighted to say that in the five years I have been here, growth has seen a 1000% increase in our onsite audiences and a substantially boosted activity level over eight program streams.

We now have on-site audience expansion totalling some 20,000. Add to this our networking on mass-media, facebook and the internet and our message of tolerance, respect and a joined community has a very significantly expanded profile and outreach - hopefully not only producing social change, but also giving endorsement and expression of this socialising. (Twitter is coming Premier and I hope to get some hints from you on this). We would of course like you the audience all to come back on other occasions! I’m pleased to say that nexus has earned a reputation as Adelaide’s year-round World Music and Dance Centre!

But it’s not just about showcasing! Nexus has become especially adept at forums. We annually hold a Faith and Food forum to promote interfaith, and we have held forums on contemporary multicultural arts, and on the issue of shelter and homelessness. Nexus forums create an interactive and enjoyable experience because - aside from the intellectual content - which you will shortly experience - our forums bring together other elements - hence the delicious halal food you will enjoy at the luncheon, and the viewing of the visual art and calligraphic exhibition at the end of the afternoon, and on Thursday and Friday evening you can choose to attend and enjoy the performances of music of the ‘Silk Road’ and the Brothahood Concerts.

In this dynamic way, Nexus Multicultural Arts Centre brings people together to create artworks, share experiences, and tell their stories. It’s easy to state that our aim is to nurture and make the most of diversity. But how do you actually do that? Well by utilising the arts to inspire understanding, by showcasing and celebrating, and by respecting cultures and traditions - hence contributing to social harmony. And harmonious communities are those that are strengthened by diversity!

I would like to add the observation that you, the audience, are a very interesting mix: people from many organisations and professions: from government, public service, the arts, of differing faiths, students, leaders, teachers, volunteers - and interested individuals; people from: the Department for Families & Communities – its Refugee Services and Community Capacity team; St Vincent de Paul Society; The Penguin Club of Australia; various Educational departments; the Universities of Adelaide; SA and Flinders; Dom Care SA; the SA Police; Arts SA; TAFE English Language Service; Housing SA; various Secondary Schools - and from the wider community!

I hope you will all take the opportunity during refreshment breaks to talk and get acquainted and network!

As I said, Nexus now operates 8 distinct and Integrated, Annual Program Streams:  

Visual Art Exhibition Programs

Performing Arts – world music & dance concerts

Workshops Program  

Volunteer Ambassadorial Network

Residency Program

Forum Program

Professional Development & Consultancy.

National Touring Arts program

This Islamic Spectrum Program brings into operation 6 of those streams: 

For example, today’s Symposium utilises members of the Nexus Cultural Ambassadors program, a unique network of 30 special volunteers that operate as community leader ‘link builders’. 

And Janine Evans is a Nexus Cultural Ambassador and will be speaking a little later…these Ambassadors also act as front of house or MC at concerts, assist our marketing, and attend workshops…they are a great support and in fact our Cultural Ambassadors Project is being viewed enviously from interstate!

Back to our Symposium and briefly let me say how three years ago we saw a role in presenting an event that would be affirmative in bringing understanding and connection between our Muslim and non-Muslim communities. Now it has Australia-wide recognition and has been funded by three national organisations as part of the National Action Plan.

By the way, other Projects supported so far Include:

· Young Muslim Women’s Short Animation Film Project in NSW); 

· The national tour of the NSW Arab Film Festival 
· The Frontline Project of Muslim/African and Indigenous youth participation in the NT

· And of course our own the Islamic Spectrum in Australia: Building cultural bridges through understanding .

Human rights training and information workshops are provided for each of the projects supported under the Initiative.
L and G, Today our speakers are diverse and their subject matter equally diverse: from a discussion of 2 veil or not 2 veil – by an Aussie Muslim; “Music in the Islamic world” - What is Islamic Music? When is music haram or halal?; Being a Muslim and ‘Surviving’ in Australia from a food-lover’s perspective“; Do Muslims laugh?’; ”Islamic Art: Form and Meaning”; to an understanding of the architecture of “Australia’s Mosques -  it all makes us sing and dance, hopefully together, and then will be talk of the polis, from the Greek, the talk of the city.
Ladies and gentlemen in closing let me acknowledge that this project has been supported by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, and the Australian Human Rights Commission and through the National Action Plan.

Nexus is also funded by the Australia Council for the Arts -  and of course, Arts SA. And I’d like to personally thank the premier Mike Rann for his support of Nexus over the past 5 years! 

With this Symposium, Nexus is engaging with the Islamic/Muslim community in SA, giving them an affirmative voice through the arts, cultural appreciation and understanding. That is how Nexus is ‘nurtures cultural diversity through the arts’.

Thankyou for your presence in supporting this event!

AND NOW, WITHOUT FURTHER TODO, ITS MY immense PLEASURE TO NOW INTRODUCE OUR SPEAKER the Hon. Mike Rann MP, premier of SA, WHO WILL FORMALLY Open THIS Symposium!

ITS MY immense PLEASURE TO NOW INTRODUCE our Mr Ikebal Adam Patel, President of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils Inc who will deliver the keynote address. 
The Nexus cabaret exhibition of Calligraphy is by Hadje Mohammed Evans A Practising artist of Traditional Islamic Calligraphy

ISLAMIC SPECTRUM EXHIBITION
An exhibition by secondary students from the Islamic College of South Australia, featuring works inspired by Adelaide born artist Jeffrey Smart, personal interpretations of multiculturalism and the cycles of nature. To be opened at the close of the Sympoium at 5.30pm, by Mr Ikebal Adam Patel, President, Australian Federation of Islamic Councils. 

Free event - all welcome.

Tomorrow evening Thursday at 8pm, the concert ‘Music of the Slk Road’, will take you on a magic carpet ride with timeless music from Afghan, Persian and Indian cultures performed on exotic instruments, from Sufi mystic songs with their ambient and hypnotic resonance through to rhythmic folk songs of the Afghan & Punjab towns. A beautiful blend of heart melting vocals spine tingling instrumentals and mind-bending rhythms embellished with masterful improvisations.here at Nexus.

Friday Youth forum
This full day forum is designed for younger audiences with interactive workshops on Islamic music, food, & art.
THE BROTHAHOOD (Melbourne)
Friday 31st July & Sat 1st August
Australia's renowned Muslim hip-hop group, The Brothahood's gritty sonic landscapes represent a growing global music movement that has created a stir from the streets of London, New York, Paris & Tehran.

These five young Australian rappers use hip-hop as a tool to smash down stereotypes and misconceptions of 'Muslims in the West', creating a whole new theme to the Australian hip-hop scene whilst maintaining hip-hop's core essence: taught and intelligent rhymes and production skills that are sharp and always on point. The Brothahood's message of inclusion and self empowerment have struck a chord with not only the hip hop community but also the greater Australian society.

Both dates are alcohol free events.
